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Brief agenda 

• Describe my database of hyperthermia 
fatalities 

• Suggest some other sources of data we might 
be able to tap productively 

• Encourage us to go forward with solutions 
even in the absence of complete data 



Hyperthermia database 

• Created in Filemaker Pro 
• First created in 1999  
• Modified and expanded as needed 
• Most recent record #770 Oct. 19, 2011 
• Contains:  

– 550+ US fatalities non-trunk 
– 40 trunk fatalities 
– 68 international fatalities in 23 countries 



Screenshot of a blank record – part one 



Screenshot of a blank record – part two 
 



Screenshot of a blank record – part three 
 



Screenshot of a blank record – part four 
 



Screenshot of a portion of a completed record  



Screenshot of a portion of a completed record – part one 



Screenshot of a portion of a completed record – part two 
 



Screenshot of a portion of a completed record – part three 
 



Screenshot of a portion of a completed record – part four 
 



Notes 

• Database could be used for retrospective 
analyses 

• Not all fields are complete for every record 
• Relies heavily on news accounts, but some 

records are supplemented by autopsies, police 
records, court records, etc. 

• Paper files supplement the first 400 or so 
records 



Where else might we get data? 

• Expand the National Survey of Children’s 
Health http://childhealthdata.org/learn/NSCH 
(already has ?s re: injuries requiring medical care) 

• Big box stores and other businesses with large 
parking lots (for children left unattended)? 

• Which insurance policies are activated in a 
driveway incident? Home-owners? Auto? 
Health? 

• Fire and police department PIOs? 
 

http://childhealthdata.org/learn/NSCH


What if we can’t get complete 
data? 

• Focus on certain states with high numbers (if 
not rates) of incidents and provide incentives 
for participation in data collection? 

• No data set has complete data!  
• How much do we need to collect in order to 

know whether the problem is changing? 
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